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3 RINGWOOD NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 50" BIRTHDAY
OCTOBER 1959 - OCTOBER 2009

To show how the Society has progressed, here is a selection from
the hand written Minutes of the Ringwood Natural History Society
since its inception in October 1959.

It is interesting to note that the Society was formed with just 7
members, which had increased to about 20 members by the end of
the year.

Many trips were taken by coach. Eric Ashby gave many lectures
and film shows and was made an honorary member in 1964. By
November 1964 there were 45 members.

Note also the comments on 2" October 1965 detailing a visit to
Eyeworth Pond and the reason why it is so called!

Bob Ball took over as Hon. Treasurer in 1968 and, at the time of
writing, that was the first reference | could find of subscriptions.
These were then 17/6 for couples, 10/- for singles and 5/- for
juniors. Visitor fees were 16 @ 2/- and 100 @ 2/6. On
investigation these large numbers were because of a film show by
Eric Ashby when many members of the public attended.

By 1968 the Society had a bank balance of £3.8s.8d. Now, 50 years
later, subscriptions are £10.00 and we have over 100 members with
a bank balance of over £3,000.

To celebrate the success of the Society we arranged a coach trip to
Barnes Wildfowl Reserve, London on October I°* 2009. Thanks to
farmer Campbell Sampson, who agreed that cars could be parked in
his field all day, the coach left Brooklands Farm, South Gorley at
9 am (the site where By-Gone-Days is held). We returned to the
farm at 6 pm.

Jean Crawford



The first meeting
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A coach trip to Selborne
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A visit to Slimbridge
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