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21st November 2019
Overcast, 8 degrees
Di Wingham
8

Totton and Eling is a town and civil parish in Hampshire, situated outside the eastern edge of the New
Forest and on the River Test close to Southampton. Eling Tide Mill is situated on an artificial causeway and
is one of only two operating tide mills left in the UK. It has a pair of independent waterwheels designed to
drive two sets of millstones each. One wheel and its associated millstones have been restored to operating
condition and produces flour for sale. The other has been cosmetically restored as a static exhibit. There
was a mill mentioned in the Doomsday Book of 1086, the present one has there since 1418 when it was
owned by Winchester College, the mill being leased to tenants who also had to pay for the maintenance of
the causeway which was prone to being washed away. The tenants had the right to charge a toll for crossing
it which is still in existence today. It is now owned by New Forest District Council, further information can
be found in the Visitor Centre.
We started by the toll booth and walking alongside the millpond which is fed by freshwater from Bartley
Water, which then runs into Eling Chanel and the River Test towards Southampton Water. There is a small
island in the millpond which is covered in thatching reeds and where Mute Swans nest. Crossing a bridge
we followed a boardwalk surrounded by reedbeds with viewing platforms towards Eling. Passing through St
Mary’s Cemetery back to the causeway we walked diagonally across the road to Goatee Beach with views
over Eling and Bury Marshes a SSSI site. Birds migrate to the saltmarshes each year, it is also used as a
stopping off point for birds whilst migrating. Opposite the beach is Prince Charles Container Port and the
Cruise Liner Terminal in Southampton. We retraced our steps back to our cars and the Anchor Inn.

Flowering Plants

Birds

Fungi

Daisy
Shepherd’s Purse

Oystercatcher
Carrion Crow

Trooping Funnel
Jelly Ear

Dandelion
Groundsel
Common Dock
Pineappleweed
Common Toadflax
White Dead-nettle
Yarrow
Herb Bennet
Ground Ivy
Common Ragwort

Black-headed Gull
Herring Gull
Mute Swans and a Cygnet
Mallard
Robin
House Sparrow
Jackdaw
Wigeon
Curlew
Black-tailed Godwit
Cormorant
Brent Goose
Great Crested Grebe
Little Egret
Moorhen
Turnstone
Teal
Kingfisher

Wood Blewit
Russet Toughshank
Common Bonnet
Others
Grey Squirrel
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