RINGWOOD NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Eyeworth Pond short walk and gathering
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11th September 2019
Warm, overcast
Derrick Holder
8

From Eyeworth Pond we walked along the track passing the well known since at least the late-18th century as
Irons Well, which is a reference to impregnation with iron salts that colour its bed and sides a rusty red. The
waters were said to have curative properties that were particularly helpful for many ailments, including leprosy.
Consequently, the spring was also known as Lepers’ Well, and it is thought that nearby was a Lazar House, a
place of rest for those suffering from the disease.
At the end of the woodland we turned left over the plain. From here we had an excellent view of a small herd of
fallow deer, some with majestic antlers. They were on the edge of Eyeworth Wood and took little notice of us as
we crossed a stream and walked uphill before turning left towards Eyeworth Wood. Here we entered the wood
and meandered through it to a track leading us back to Eyeworth Pond.
The pond was created as a reservoir by the Schultze Gunpowder Company, in the second half of the 19th century
an organisation that for many years had premises in the grounds of nearby Eyeworth Lodge. Created by damming
a small stream, the pond was used as a reservoir to hold water needed during the manufacturing process, an
estimated 27,276,540 litres (6 million gallons).
We had a picnic overlooking the pond and white Water-lilies. The Mallard Ducks soon saw us and came over,
joined by one Muscovy Duck. We saw a Kingfisher fly over the pond and back again. Ponies came to drink from
the pond. We had just finished lunch when it started to drizzle. It was time to pack up and go home.
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