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26th November 2019
Rain showers turning to sunny spells, 12 degrees
Sonia Wilkinson and Judy Thomas
8

Harnham is a suburb of the city of Salisbury in Wiltshire, centred about 0.6 miles south of Salisbury
Cathedral and across the River Avon, where we met at the Old Mill Hotel set on the southern arm of the
River Nadder. There may have been a mill on this site since the mid 12th century, probably a corn mill. By
1299 it was a fulling mill, a process of woollen cloth making still being done in 1425 by the same family. In
the 1500’s a long low stone building was built on the side as a paper mill, it has 3 channels one had an eel
trap but by 1714 the paper mill ceased production and it reverted back to fulling. In the 1800’s a four storey
building was built as a yarn factory which became a bone mill making fertilizer, then a tallow chandlery
making and selling candles until 1931. In 1938 it became a hotel and restaurant.
We followed the River Nadder walking across some playing fields and then Harnham Road, passing All
Saints Church with its bug hotel in the churchyard, then turning left into the older section of the road. This
street is home to a row of thatched cottages, as well as the Rose and Crown Hotel a half-timbered former
coaching inn. Crossing a stone bridge over the River Avon, the Nadder having just merged with it, then
down St Nicholas Road to Harnham Gate, an entrance into Cathedral Close. Walking up the west side of the
close with a fine view of Salisbury Cathedral and passing some historic houses, leaving by the North Gate to
the High Street.
Turning left into Crane Bridge Road and walking towards Queen Elizabeth Gardens where we followed the
path alongside the river. Passing a shallow spot popular for feeding the ducks, we reached a bridge which
marks the start of the Town Path with lovely views of the cathedral. The water-meadows either side of the
Town Path are criss-crossed by irrigation ditches, a system of man made channels and ditches with a series
of locks controlling the flow of water. In winter months they distribute warm water from the chalk
downland streams across cold pastureland. This ‘drowning’ provides early grass for grazing sheep. A
remnant of a 17th century farming revolution the meadows form an 84 acre island circled by the Nadder and
Avon rivers. They are now managed to preserve the historic features and create a rich haven for flora and
fauna. The Harnham Water Meadows Trust maintain the land and Rose Cottage is a visitor centre for
education and rural crafts. Crossing the weir and passing Rose Cottage we returned back to the Old Mill.

Flowering Plants

Birds

Dandelion
Red Dead-nettle

Mallard
Magpie

Sweet Alison
Herb Robert
White Dead-nettle
Daisy
Yarrow
Shepherd’s Purse
Groundsel
Red Valerian
Ground Ivy
Redleg
Honeysuckle

Blue Tit
Herring Gull
Jackdaw
Great Tit
Mute Swan
Little Egret
Blackbird
Robin
Kingfisher

Ivy-leaved Toadflax
Smooth Sow-thistle
Hedge Cranesbill
Annual Mercury

Others
Grey Squirrel

Bug Hotel at All Saints Church Harnham by Lyn Traves

Salisbury Cathedral from Cathedral Close by Lyn Traves

The Old Mill at Harnham by Lyn Traves

