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Shatterford and Bishop’s Dyke Walk
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Weather:
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Walk Leaders : Jayne O’Reilly and Marsha Partridge
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19
Shatterford Forestry Commission car park is on the B3056 between Beaulieu and Lyndhurst, right next to
Beaulieu Road Railway Station. Opposite is the Beaulieu Road Sales Yard used primarily by commoners to
sell their ponies by auction. The area is part of Denny Lodge a civil parish in the New Forest encompassing
much of the eastern side of the New Forest, it covers an area of over 27 square miles, making it the second
largest civil parish by area in England covering a large area of heathland and woodland but contains no
towns, villages, churches, or schools. The parish was created in 1868 from extra-parochial parts of the New
Forest. It was enlarged in 1934 with the addition of 862 acres from Brockenhurst parish and 4722 acres
from Colbury parish which was abolished in that year. The name "Denny" is recorded as Dunie in 1300,
Dinne in 1347, and Dynney Walke in 1589. The origin of the name is not known.
Leaving the car park we headed out on a path over the open heathland, parallel to the railway line, bearing
right over a gravel causeway and wooden bridge over marshy ground with pools fringed with silver birch.
Our path took us through Denny Wood where we saw the faint earthworks of Bishop’s Dyke, which probably
dates from prehistoric times. There is a story that a playful monarch offered to grant the Bishop of
Winchester all the land that he could crawl around in a day. This may be a bit far-fetched but there is a
parallel with one of Hampshire’s oldest traditions, the Tichborne Dole. More recently it has been suggested
that the bank enclosed a huge decoy pond, or alternatively, despite the current boggy nature of much of the
ground, that it may have enclosed a medieval deer park. The truth seems to be, however, that nobody really
knows for certain the origin and purpose of this intriguing landmark. After leaving Denny Wood we walked
across the heath of Shatterford Bottom back to the car park.
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